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mantrasloka. Critics and commentators have exhaustively written and spoken about the real purport of this intriguing quatrain followed by the exultant cry at the end, an arpeggio of sheer abandon !
A spark of fire is discovered by the post who places it in the hollow of a tree in a wood. Result: The whole forest is reduced to ashes ! Now comes the main and master conclusion of the poet in the well-nigh untranslatable fourth line : Does valour have any age? Fire is fire whatever its size. Fire burns. There is nothing like infancy or ripe old age, where fire or valour is concerned. Valour is of various kinds. What is the valour Bharati has in mind?
1. Wisdom or Gnosis : Compare and contrast the va!o-r of wisdom of these fiery fledglings with that of the venerable elders and patriarchs as indicated below :
Saint Sambandhar, known as Kaazhi-p-p""3; -.-.ro began composing and singing his divine songs (Teva*arr>) at the age of threel
Saint Appar,   the venerable  Saivite sage v.rc before the greatness of the fledgling  Sa-nir anca*.
2.    Tapas :    (i) Child Dhruva whose intense c~ -rs'-on Lord Vishnu brought Him down to give da-s child-taoaswin.
Narada, the ageless wanderer of the t >••«•:• > exemplum of sages and tapaswins. significance of a veritable......       .      -                  -       .       -teousness I fix my eyes
